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The Cloud

The hosting of all information, sound and images, as well as computing power, is
rapidly moving to the Internet creating “The Cloud”. That shift is happening now and
the future impact on all business models will be dramatic.

Trends: Very soon all digitized information — numbers, text, pictures, sound and
video — will not just be transported over the Internet but stored there also. Next
computing ability will reside on the Internet. Thus, in one place we will have all
information and the processing of data. This combining of all function, utilities,
information and images is called the Cloud.

Major technology players in software, hardware, storage, and computing services are
implementing the concept now.

Access will be through small but powerful hand-held devices such as Netbooks and
iPhones. (Upon reflection, we have returned to the early technology days of
mainframe computers with terminals as the only access.)

The Cloud will eventually hold all information including business and government
records, forms, documents, and files. It will also hold all personal information such as
financial, banking, medical, education and assets. Everything. Managing, analyzing,
manipulating — any computational activity — will occur in the Cloud. It will simply be
more efficient and convenient. Yes, there will be privacy debates, but effectiveness
will prevail.

Future Impact: The business impact will be enormous. The shift of service and
processing will create new business models. More virtual businesses will exist and
traditional physical ones will become much smaller or disappear. Technology
infrastructure investment cost will drop. Outsourcing and individual power will
increase.

[Note: The Next Internet is one of 10 areas with greatest future impact that I track in
the “Way of Tomorrow” series.|
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